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About the

APRM
A n initiative of the African Union,
the African Peer Review Mechanism
(APRM) was established in March
2003 by the Heads of State and
Government Implementation
Committee (HSGIC) of the New
Partnership for Africa’s Development
(NEPAD). It is an instrument for
monitoring performance in
governance among member states.
To date, thirty-three (33) Member
States of the African Union have
voluntarily acceded to the
Mechanism. Seventeen (17)
countries that have completed their
self-assessment exercise have
been peer-reviewed by the Forum of
Heads of State and Government.

CONTACT US
The APRM Communications Unit
Tel: +27 11 256 3425
Email: liziwe.selana@aprm-au.org
Website:www.aprm-au.org

Editor’s Note
Welcome to this issue of the APRM Newsletter! As
promised previously, we will keep readers updated on
the APRM 10th Anniversary Commemorative Events
underway and on the work the APRM is doing in the
Continent.
From 21 to 22 May 2013, we hosted our signature event,
the APRM 10th Anniversary Colloquium, under the theme
“APRM working for the People of Africa: A Decade of
Self-Assessment”. The event, which took place at the
UNECA Headquarters in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, was
attended by more than 200 stakeholders comprising
prominent African scholars, thought leaders, government
officials, governance academics and practitioners and other personalities. The
panel discussions focused on the state of governance in Africa. The discussions
were frank and honest and they highlighted successes made by the APRM as
well as the challenges facing the Organization. The participants came up with
recommendations on how to improve governance in Africa. For more information
on the Colloquium, please read page 2 of the Newsletter.
As we continue to celebrate our 10th Anniversary, the APRM will be featured at the
United Nations in New York from 21 to 25 October 2013 in the framework of the
“Africa-NEPAD Week 2013: Celebrating APRM @10 – DIALOGUE”.
The APRM @ 10 - DIALOGUE was aimed at mobilizing stakeholders and promoting
their recognition of the perspectives and potential contributions from all the
groups supporting the implementation of the APRM as a tool for advancing the
transformative governance principles of the African Agenda 2063. The DIALOGUE
engaged the African Diaspora, Non-Governmental Organizations, Youth and
Women’s Groups as well as the Media and Academia. We trust that this event will
contribute towards our endeavours in raising awareness about the Mechanism.
The APRM awareness campaign is also being pursued in collaboration with
institutions of higher learning in the Continent. It is in this context that we recently
gave a presentation on the APRM at the University of Stellenbosch in Cape Town,
South Africa.
We have achieved a milestone with the establishment of the APRM’s own
operational Corporate Services as part of the measures being taken to delink the
APRM Secretariat from the caretaker institution, the Development Bank of Southern
Africa (DBSA), and finalize the integration of the APRM into the African Union (AU).
Readers are also cordially invited to watch the APRM 10th Anniversary
Documentary on our Website - www.aprm-au.org - under the Videos Section.
Until next time….
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10TH
ANNIVERSARY
COLLOQUIUM REPORT

The deliberations enabled participants to
reflect on critical components of governance,
including the role of institutions.

As the APRM marks its
10th Anniversary in 2013,
it is imperative to reflect
on its achievements and
the challenges it is facing
with a view to improving its
tools and processes and
enhancing its effectiveness
over the next decades.

T

he APRM Colloquium, which
took place from 21 to 22 May 2013
at the UNECA Conference Centre in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, served as a
platform for a high-level discourse on
governance among prominent African
scholars, thought leaders, government
officials, governance academics and
practitioners and other stakeholders.
The panel discussions focused on the
state of governance in Africa and the
participants came up with recommendations on how to improve governance
in Africa.

More than 200 stakeholders took part
in the Colloquium. They included the
APRM Panel of Eminent Persons,
representatives of APRM Strategic
Partners (UNECA, AfDB and UNDP),
African Scholars, Thought Leaders,
APRM Focal Points and Representatives of Heads of State and Government
(HOSG), Members of APRM National
Governing Councils, AU Institutions
and Organs, Members of National
Parliaments, Representatives of Local
Governments, a representative from the
OECD, Research Institutes and African
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Civil Society Groups, such as SAIIA,
EISA, and Afrimap.
The Colloquium underscored the importance of good governance in the socioeconomic transformation processes
in promoting sustainable growth and
development in Africa. The deliberations
enabled participants to reflect on critical
components of governance, including the role of institutions, the capacity
requirements of the state, the role of
education and other sectors in promoting development at the continental level.
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The Colloquium highlighted the
lessons learnt over the last decade of
implementation of the self-assessment
and peer review exercises, drawing
on experiences across the seventeen
countries that have so far completed
these processes. The participants
discussed the challenges and forwardlooking strategies required to enhance
APRM as the most innovative African
self-monitoring mechanism for good
governance.
The APRM 10th Anniversary Colloquium
was opened with welcome remarks by

His Excellency Hailemariam Desalegn,
Prime Minister of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, then Chairperson of the APR Forum, and Professor
Amos Sawyer, former Chairperson of
the APRM Panel of Eminent Persons.
The audience heard the Keynote
Address delivered by His Excellency
Joaquim Alberto Chissano, Former
President of the Republic of Mozambique, and Chairman of the Forum of
Former African Heads of State and
Government (Africa Forum).

Congratulatory statements were
also delivered by Dr. Tegegnework
Gettu, UN Assistant SecretaryGeneral and Director of the UNDP
Regional Bureau for Africa as well
as Dr. Carlos Lopes, UN Under
Secretary-General and Executive
Secretary of the United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa.

More than 200 stakeholders took part in the Colloquium.
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APRM 10th Anniversary Colloquium
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The Colloquium
highlighted the
lessons learnt over
the decade of
implementation of
the self-assessment
and peer review
exercises, drawing on
experiences across the
seventeen countries that
have so far completed
these processes.
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APRM 10th Anniversary Colloquium
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Newly

APPOINTED

APR Panel

under new leadership

T

he Panel of Eminent Persons of the
African Peer Review Mechanism (APR
Panel) has been functioning since May
2013 under a new leadership appointed
by the APR Forum at its 19th Summit in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

T

he President of Liberia, H.E.
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, is the new
Chairperson of the African Peer
Review Forum (APR Forum). H.E.
Sirleaf was appointed at the 19th
Summit of the Committee of Heads
of State and Government participating in the APRM, held in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia, on 26 May 2013.
She took over from H.E. Hailemariam
Desalegn, Prime Minister of the
Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia, and former Chairperson of
the APR Forum.
H.E. Sirleaf served as Minister of
Finance in Liberia from 1979
to1980. She has also occupied
senior positions in various multi-national financial institutions. She was
one of the founders and the political
leader of the National Patriotic Front
of Liberia. In 2005, she made history
when she became the first elected
female Head of State in Africa after
winning Liberia’s presidential elections. She was re-elected in 2011.
H.E. Ellen Johnson Sirleaf was
awarded the 2011 Nobel Peace
Prize for her role in the non-violent
struggle for the safety of women and
for women’s right to full participation
in peace-building. The APR Forum is
a Committee of Participating Heads
of State and Government of the
Member States of the African Union
that have voluntarily acceded to
the APRM. The Forum is the highest decision-making authority of the
Mechanism.

Barrister Akere Tabeng Muna, from
Cameroon, is the new Chairperson of
the APR Panel. Barrister Muna succeeds
Professor Amos Sawyer, who had been
serving as Chairperson of the APR Panel
since January 2012.
Ambassador Fatuma Ndangiza
Nyirakobwa, from Rwanda, is the new
Vice-Chairperson of the APR Panel.
Barrister Akere Tabeng Muna was
appointed as member of the APR Panel
of Eminent Persons at the 12th Summit of
the APR Forum in Addis Ababa in January
2010. He is the founder and former
President of Transparency International Cameroon. He is also Vice-Chair of the
Transparency International Board. Barrister
Muna is a lawyer by training and President
of the Pan-African Lawyers Union
(PALU). He is the former President of the
Cameroon Bar Association.
In 2008, Barrister Muna was elected
President of the First Permanent General
Assembly of the Economic, Social and
Cultural Council (ECOSOCC) of the
African Union. He is also a member of
the Governing Council of the African
Governance Institute and the Sanctions
Commissioner of the African Development
Bank Group.

Ambassador Fatuma Ndangiza
Nyirakobwa was appointed as member
of the APR Panel of Eminent Persons
at the 16th Summit of the APR Forum.
She is currently the Deputy CEO of the
Rwanda Governance Board, whose
mission is to promote good governance
and decentralization in Rwanda. Prior
to her assumption of these positions,
she served as Rwandan Ambassador
to Tanzania and was also accredited
to Malawi, Zambia, Seychelles and
Madagascar. In this capacity, she
oversaw regional integration matters
concerning the East Africa Community
and COMESA. Ambassador Ndangiza
was the Executive Secretary of the
National Unity and Reconciliation
Commission in Rwanda from 2002
to 2009.
The APR Panel of Eminent Persons
exercises oversight of the APRM
process to ensure the independence,
professionalism and credibility of the
process. It also oversees the selection
of the APR Mission Teams and appoints
them to conduct country reviews.
The APRM Secretariat congratulates the
new leadership of the Mechanism on
their appointment.

Panel Activities in 2013
The Panel of Eminent Persons exercises
oversight of the APRM process with a
view to ensuring the independence,
professionalism and credibility of the
process. It also oversees the
selection of the APR Mission
Teams and appoints them to
conduct country reviews.

The APRM

DOCUMENTARY

2013

is the year in which the
African Peer Review Mechanism commemorates its 10th Anniversary. It is
against this background that the United
Nations Economic Commission for
Africa (UNECA), a Strategic Partner of
the APRM, and the APRM Secretariat
produced a Video Documentary on the
Continental Mechanism. The Documentary brings to life Africa’s achievements,
challenges and prospects in the area of
governance, as seen through the evolution of the APRM process since 2003.
Given the diverse and rich experience of the APRM country reviews to
date, the contents and scope of the

During 2013 the Panel held the following meetings:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

59th Panel Meeting | 23 & 24 January 2013 – Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Special Panel Meeting | 9 &10 May 2013 – Sandton, Johannesburg
60th Panel Meeting | 19 & 20 May 2013 – Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
61st Panel Meeting | 7 & 8 July 2013 – Sandton, Johannesburg
62nd Panel Meeting | 3 & 4 September 2013 – Monrovia, Liberia
63rd Panel Meeting | 8 & 9 October 2013 – Sandton, Johannesburg
64th Panel Meeting | 29 & 30 November 2013 – Sandton, Johannesburg

documentary are determined by various
criteria – thematically, sequentially and
illustratively - as well as specific challenges spanning different countries. The
Documentary features an introduction
to the APRM, country-focused items
covering key issues emanating from the
self-assessment processes and peer
reviews, and a fi nal section drawing the
different threads together, which captures
the APRM’s overall footprint and impact
across the continent, and refl ects on the
way forward.
More specifically, the documentary
raises questions such as:
• What is the African Peer Review
Mechanism?
• Why was it created?
• What are its historical antecedents?
• What are its implementation achievements, challenges and opportunities
so far?

Documentary versions available
Barrister
Akere Tabeng Muna

Ambassador
Fatuma Ndangiza
Nyirakobwa

Overall, the Documentary further expands, deepens and enriches the intellectual understanding of the evolution of the peer review process in Africa, thereby
placing it in the mainstream of African development thought and showcasing the
APRM as an instrument for ‘Africa’s innovative thinking on governance’.
The Documentary is categorized into four (4) versions:

Côte d’Ivoire

POISED FOR APRM MEMBERSHIP

C

ôte d’Ivoire has expressed interest to accede to the
African Peer Review Mechanism. The initiative taken by the
West African country was announced at the 19th Summit
of the APR Forum in Addis Ababa on 26 May 2013. The
Memorandum of Understanding on the accession of Côte
d’Ivoire will be signed at the next Summit of the Forum.
8

1. Full-length English Version (with English narration and English subtitles for all
interviews conducted in other languages);
2. Full-length French Version (with French narration and French subtitles for
all interviews conducted in other languages);
3. Short English Version (with English narration and English subtitles for all
interviews done in other languages); and
4. Short French Version (with French narration and French subtitles for all
interviews done in other languages).
The full-length versions will also include chapter menus (Introduction, Origins,
Design, the Process, Governance in Action, Challenges, the Next 10 Years) so
that people can watch sections of the film individually if they so wish.
9

• Where will it take Africa, if faithfully
implemented?
With all these questions, the Documentary helps not only to promote a better
understanding of the significance of the
APRM process in the trajectory of African
political and development thinking, but
also to examine the implications of the
review processes and their impact on the
various stakeholders.
The Documentary also outlines the experiences gained so far from the viewpoint
of Africa’s governance systems and development in general. It explores the genesis and rationale of the APRM in order to
broaden, deepen and promote a better
understanding of the APRM process.
It emphasizes the fact that the peer
review is a comprehensive national
dialogue involving first foremost the
citizens, and not primarily a dialogue
among African Heads of State and
Government, or a selection of informed
African experts, political leaders and
senior government officials.

The APRM Documentary will
be distributed to major
broadcasting stations across
the continent. It will also be
available for viewing on the
APRM Website.
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10th ANNIVERSARY
s
n
o
i
t
a
r
Celeb
T

he 10th Anniversary celebrations continued on the evening of the first day of the
Colloquium, 21 May 2013. The celebratory event was attended by members of the
APRM Panel of Eminent Persons, guests attending the Colloquium, as well as the
APRM Secretariat staff. Former Chairperson of the APR Panel, Prof. Amos Sawyer
delivered a speech which commended the good work the APRM has achieved over
the years. He also thanked the guests for attending the Colloquium and the birthday
event to celebrate this crucial milestone with the APRM.
See pictures ….

APRM 10th Anniversary Celebrations
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APRM Mandela Day

Chad Mission

A day well spent
T

he APRM Secretariat celebrated its Mandela Day
with the Yenzani Children’s Home in Midrand. Staff
donated non-perishable foods, library books, clothing
and other items.

J

oseph Tsang Mang Kin, member of
the African Peer Review Panel of Eminent
Persons, led an APRM Delegation to launch
APRM Chad on 21 August 2013. APRM
Chad comprises a Focal Point Office, a
National Governing Council and a National
Secretariat.
The APRM Delegation also held consultative
meetings with H.E. Moussa Faki Mahamat,
Interim Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs. Their discussions focused on preparations for the upcoming Support Mission in
Chad. The Delegation outlined the requirements for the Country Self-Assessment
process, including the recruitment of Technical Research Institutes to kick-start the review
process.

The overarching objective of Mandela Day is to inspire
individuals to take action to help change the world for
the better, in doing so build a global movement for
good. Ultimately it seeks to empower communities
everywhere to “Take Action; Inspire Change; and
Make Every Day a Mandela Day.”

• Raising public awareness
about the APRM; and
• Promoting stakeholder engagement in the APRM process and encouraging country
ownership of the APRM.

SOUTH AFRICA:

APRM Structures
meet in Limpopo
O

“Take Action; Inspire
Change; and Make Every
Day a Mandela Day.”
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n 16 August 2013, representatives
from the APRM Secretariat attended
a meeting with South African National
and Provincial APRM Secretariats in the
Limpopo Province of South Africa.

meeting attended by Ambassador
Ashraf Rashed, Member of the APR
Panel of Eminent Persons, together with
APRM Officials from three countries Kenya, Nigeria and South Africa - and
the representatives from the Continental
The purpose of the meeting was to bring APRM Secretariat.
together all the members of the national
and provincial APRM Secretariats to
The Lead Representative from the
discuss plans for the finalization of South South African Department of InternaAfrica’s 3rd APRM Progress Report for
tional
January 2014, and to discuss plans
Relations and Cooperation (DIRCO),
for regular meetings of the national and
Ms. Nyiko Khoza, reiterated the three
provincial secretariats.
following recommendations of the
APRM 10th Anniversary Colloquium:
The Continental Secretariat presented
• Enhancing linkages between the
a Draft Methodology for the 2nd Cycle
APRM National Programmes of
Country Review process. The Draft
Action (NPoA) and National DevelopDocument had been elaborated at a
ment Plans;
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The Meeting came up with a resolution
on the formation of a new national and
provincial coordinating structure that
will enable members of the National
and Provincial Secretariats to share
best practices and address all common
challenges in a synergic framework.
It was also decided that national and
provincial APRM officials would meet
every two months to exchange ideas,
consider challenges and best practices
and to collaborate to ensure the
effectiveness of the South African
APRM Structures.
Attending the Meeting of the South
African APRM National and Provincial
Secretariats were representatives from
the National Departments of Public
Service and Administration (DPSA)
and International Relations and Cooperation (DIRCO), as well as Provincial
Representatives from the Offices of the
Premiers of Gauteng, Kwazulu-Natal,
Mpumalanga and Northern Cape.
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The African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM)

VISITS LIBERIA

Monrovia, 4 September 2013
was appointed Chairperson of the African Peer Review Forum (APR Forum)
at the 19th Summit of the Committee
of Heads of State and Government
participating in the APRM, held in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia, in May 2013. She
took over the chairmanship from H.E
Hailemariam Desalegn, Prime Minister
of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia.

T

he African Peer Review Panel of
Eminent Persons (APR Panel) visited
Liberia on the 3-4 September 2013. The
mission in the West African country, Liberia, aimed to present the Panel members
to the new APR Forum Chairperson and
President of Liberia H.E. Ellen Johnson
Sirleaf. APR Panel of Eminent Persons
Barrister Akere Tabeng Muna was the

T

he United Nations SecretaryGeneral Ban Ki-moon has paid tribute
to the work that has been achieved
by the APRM and NEPAD in trying
to eradicate poverty and improve
development in Africa. Mr. Ban Kimoon delivered opening remarks at
the High-level discussion on Africa’s
Innovation in Governance through 10
years of the APRM at the margins of
the Africa-NEPAD Week 2013, in New
York. The event was co-organized by
the Office of the Special Adviser on
Africa (OSAA), the Permanent Observer Mission of the African Union to the
United Nations, the APRM Secretariat
and the NEPAD Planning and Coordinating Agency.
“What the APRM does for governance, NEPAD does for development.
Together, they help Africa to advance
along the path of democracy and
development to benefit the continent’s people. Today, a few African
countries have abject poverty. African
countries are trading amongst themselves; there are more women in posi-

lead member of the team.
Barrister Muna said the purpose of the
mission was to introduce the Panel to
the APR Forum Chair as well as acquaint her with the status of the APRM
programmes, currently undertaken by
the African Peer Review Mechanism.
President H.E. Ellen Johnson Sirleaf

The African Peer Review Mechanism
(APRM), an initiative of the African
Union, was established in March 2003
by the Heads of State and Government
Implementation Committee (HSGIC) of
the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD). It is an instrument for
self-monitoring and better governance
for member states.

Africa-NEPAD Week

New York

tions of power. I thank NEPAD and the
APRM for taking the lead in supporting
the processes that are enabling these
developments, “said Mr Ban Ki-moon.
Ambassador Maged Abdelaziz, UN
Under-Secretary-General and Special
Adviser on Africa chaired the discussion
which was the first in a series of activities at UN Headquarters marking “Africa
Week,” during the 68th UN General
assembly Debate on Africa.
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On 24 October, APRM Panel of
Eminent Persons, Ambassador Fatuma
Ndangiza Nyirakobwa, Ambassador
Ashraf Rashed and Dr. Mustapha
Mekideche addressed the APRM@10:
Perspectives on Transformative Governance and the African Agenda 2063,
high-level discussion.
The week-long event was held at the
United Nations Headquarters in New
York, from 21-25 October 2013.

