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APRM-UNDP virtual side event  

Forging resilient public institutions in Africa in the time of COVID-19  

SDGs in focus: (SDG 16 &3) 

Date: Thursday 15 July 2021, 14.00-15.15 - SA time   

_____  

Background  

▪ The adoption and launch of Agenda 2063 preceded the Post-2015 Development 

Agenda, later known as Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development, which was being 

developed and negotiated at the global level. This provided an opportunity for Africa's 

perspectives, articulated in the Common African Position (CAP) on the Post-2015 

development agenda, to be considered on the Global stage. It is now generally accepted 

that the global UN Agenda 2030 for SD1, with its 17 SDGs, 169 targets, and 231 

indicators, benefited from the CAP, which was in turn based on the AU Agenda 

2063.  

▪ Since the adoption of the AU Agenda 2063 and the UN Agenda 2030, most countries 

in Africa have embarked upon a process of "domesticating" these agendas at the 

national and sub-national levels. States develop planning strategies that aim to achieve 

the targets set under each of the goals in both Agendas. MSs across the continent are 

aligning their national development plans and strategies with the objectives. Capacities 

are being strengthened to facilitate coordination within sectors to ensure an inclusive 

implementation process2.  

 

▪ At the global level, the HLPF on SDGs was established as the leading United Nations 

platform on SD and plays a central role in the follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda 

for SD and the SDGs. The follow-up and review process encourages MSs to conduct a 

voluntary country-led, country-driven, regular, and inclusive assessment of progress at 

national and sub-national levels called VNRs. These are to be undertaken by both 

developed and developing countries.  

 

▪ At the regional level, the African Union and its affiliated organs, including the African 

Peer Review Mechanism (APRM) are also mandated to ensure proper monitoring and 

evaluation of Agenda 2063: the Africa We Want. Further, the AU–UN framework for 

the implementation of agenda 2063 and the 2030 agenda for sustainable development 

 
1 The UN Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development is based on five imperatives – Leave No One Behind – post 2015, move from reducing 

to ending poverty; Put Sustainable Development at the Core; Integrate social, economic and environmental dimensions of sustainability 
Transform Economies for Jobs and Inclusive Growth; Build Peace and Effective, Open and Accountable Institutions for All Forge a New Global 
Partnership (solidarity, cooperation and mutual accountability to underpin the post-2015 agenda).  
2 UNDG 2016, The Sustainable Development Goals are Coming to Life – Stories of Country Implementation and UN 

Support. 

https://repository.uneca.org/ds2/stream/?#/documents/df10ba3c-0b92-5cf2-89e6-2925c79e2bb7/page/1
https://repository.uneca.org/ds2/stream/?#/documents/df10ba3c-0b92-5cf2-89e6-2925c79e2bb7/page/1
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aims to build synergies amongst continental and international efforts pursued to 

accelerate the attainment of both agendas.  

 

▪ Various efforts have been conducted by the AU Commission, AUDA-NEPDA, and 

APRM to adopt the AU continental framework to report on both agendas. Further, 

APRM has been strongly involved in the Voluntary National Reporting (VNR) 

preparations by African countries via its continental workshops in Addis Ababa, Kigali 

(2019), Djibouti (2021) alongside virtual dialogues with various SDGs stakeholders. 

The APRM also supports the AU-UN Framework on implementation of Agenda 2063 

and Agenda 2030 with a special focus on the governance cluster and SDG 16: strong, 

efficient, and effective institutions and peaceful society.   

 

▪ The APRM as Africa's home-grown organ dedicated to sharing experiences and best 

practices on good governance alongside monitoring and evaluating the SDGs and 

Agenda 2063, has engaged actively in the COVID-19 crisis to address institutional 

capacities and preparedness of governments in Africa for these shocks. The mechanism 

remains committed to supporting Africa joint continental strategy for the covid-19 

outbreak and ensures countries' preparedness and institutional responsiveness for such 

shocks under governance assessment reviews. The continental Secretariat launched a 

report on Africa's Governance Response to COVID-19 which stock takes on member 

states' preparedness and different policy interventions and the extent to which the 

pandemic affects various SDGs, including SDG 3: health and well-being, SDG 

(education); SDG 16 (strong institutions and peaceful societies) as well as SDG 17 

(Partnerships).  

 

 

▪ The 2021 United Nations high-level political forum on sustainable development 

(HLPF) and ECOSOC is under the theme: “Sustainable and resilient recovery from 

the COVID-19 pandemic that promotes the economic, social and environmental 

dimensions of sustainable development: building an inclusive and effective path for 

the achievement of the 2030 Agenda in the context of the decade of action and 

delivery for sustainable development”. This year, 9 African countries are reporting: 

Angola (for the first time), Cabo Verde, Chad, Madagascar, Namibia, Tunisia, 

Zimbabwe – for the second time, and Egypt, Niger, Sierra Leon- for the third time. Out 

of the African continent, few African countries3 never submitted a VNR since 2017.  

 

▪ The APRM and UNDP in Africa have a special and long-lasting strategic partnership 

to provide the necessary support to African states on governance-development/peace 

programs and initiatives. In this spirit, the APRM joins forces with UNDP in Africa to 

deliberate on the role of the African Union and UN organs in supporting African 

 
3 Djibouti, Gabon, Guiana Bissau, South Sudan, Somalia, Sao Tome, Eritrea, and Equatorial Guinea 

https://repository.uneca.org/ds2/stream/?#/documents/df10ba3c-0b92-5cf2-89e6-2925c79e2bb7/page/1
https://repository.uneca.org/ds2/stream/?#/documents/df10ba3c-0b92-5cf2-89e6-2925c79e2bb7/page/1
https://africacdc.org/download/africa-joint-continental-strategy-for-covid-19-outbreak/
https://africacdc.org/download/africa-joint-continental-strategy-for-covid-19-outbreak/
https://www.aprm-au.org/publications/africas-governance-report-to-covid-19/
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countries in the implementation of both agendas, particularly SDG 3 and 16 in the 

realm of COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

Objectives of the side event 

- Stocktaking on the progress towards SDG 16 and 3 in Africa in the COVID-19 times  

- Addressing the UNDP and APRM strategic priorities to support resilient and stronger 

public institutions in Africa, especially governance-development/peace and security 

issues.  

- Sharing African countries’ experiences in reporting on SDGs and institutional 

resilience in the face of COVID-19.  

- Offering a platform for African states to share voices and insights on the role of regional 

organs to improve their delivery and policy alignment on the governance of SDGs and 

Agenda 2063.  

 

Expected outcomes  

- The role of regional organs in supporting SDGs 3 and 16 is addressed  

- Recommendations on building synergies between UNDP, APRM, and other organs are 

generated  

- National experiences of African states for institutional preparedness and resilience are 

demonstrated.  

- Insights and views of African countries on the role of regional organs, including APRM 

and UNDP to enhance institutional support in the COVID-19 times are shared.  

 

Targeted audience and participants  

- African policymakers; ministers, deputy ministers, and senior executive officials 

- AU sister organizations  

- UN Organs (UNDP, DESA/CEPA, UNFP, WFP, WHO, OSAA) 

- African experts, youth, and civil society representatives  

Logistics and Contacts:  

- The side event is conducted virtually. Registration for the meeting will be available 

few days before the meeting.  

For queries please contact:  

Roselyn Akombe (PhD), Governance and Peacebuilding Coordinator, UNDP Regional 

Service Centre for Africa (Addis Ababa), roselyn.akombe@undp.org.  

Ms. Sara Hamouda, Agenda 2063 Unit – OIC, APRM continental Secretariat, Johannesburg 

sara.hamouda@aprm-au.org  
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