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 Introduction  
 

• The African Peer Review Mechanism , under the expanded mandate, is designated to support 
AU member states in monitoring and evaluation of Agenda 2063 and Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). Guided by  the AU Decision on the Revitalisation of the APRM 
(Assembly/AU/Dec. 631(XXVIII) by the AU Heads of State and Government during the 28th 
Ordinary Session that held from 30 to 31 January 2017 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The Heads of 
States and Government emphasized the prominence of the APRM as a continental governance 
tracking mechanism and requested that necessary steps be taken to expand the APRM mandate 
by repositioning it to play a monitoring and evaluation role for the African Union Agenda 2063 
and the United Nations Agenda 2030.  
 

• Since 2019, APRM established a continental program to support AU member states capabilities 
in monitoring and evaluation of SDGs alongside raising awareness on Agenda 2063 and 
significance of reporting on both agendas in tandem. This continental program includes 1) 
Continental VNRs and Agenda 2063 workshops;  2) knowledge products; and 3) Support AU 
countries through knowledge-sharing sessions and events in different continental and global 
forums I.e Africa Regional Forum for sustainable Development – led by UNECA and the High-
Level Political Forum (HLPF).  
 

• From 2019-2022, the APRM organised four continental workshops in Addis Ababa, Kigali, 
Djibouti and recently in Abuja on VNRs in Africa and domestication of Agenda 2063. More than 
200 experts benefited from these workshops. In July 2022, the APRM launched Africa's 
Voluntary National Reviews and Domestication of Agenda 2063 in collaboration with the office 
of Special Assistant to the President on SDGs in Nigeria. The report provides a synthesis of best 
practices , means of implementation and challenges to implement, monitor and evaluate both 
SDGs and Agenda 2063. Further, it offers  lessons learnt and best practices  shared by African 
experts in the face of COVID-19. 
 

• The HLPF is the international mechanism to track the implementation of Sustainable 
Development goals (SDGs) as countries are encouraged to submit Voluntary National Report 
(VNR) on progress towards certain SDGs ever year.  Further, APRM sustained its engagement 

https://www.aprm-au.org/africas-voluntary-national-reviews-and-domestication-of-agenda-2063-for-the-hlpf-2022-peer-learning-and-resilient-pratices-in-the-face-of-covid-19/
https://www.aprm-au.org/africas-voluntary-national-reviews-and-domestication-of-agenda-2063-for-the-hlpf-2022-peer-learning-and-resilient-pratices-in-the-face-of-covid-19/
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in the HLPF since 2019 to support member states during the VNRs presentations and participate 
in different activities with strategic partners on the margins of the forum.  
 

• This year, twenty-one (21) African countries presented VNR during the HLPF 2022. Amongst 
those countries are Botswana, Benin, Cameron, Cote d’ivoire, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Eritrea, 
Eswatini, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea Bissau, Liberia, Lesotho, Malawi, Mali, 
Senegal, Sudan, Somalia, São Tomé and Príncipe, the Gambia,  and Togo.  
 

• The APRM, in partnership with the AU mission to the United Nations and other organs organised 
different activities on the margins of the forum. The following section highlights those activities in 
detail, key findings and recommendations:  
 

 

I. APRM side event on « enhancing based-evidence reporting and evaluation of Agenda 2030 and 
Agenda 2063 :  

The side event was co-organised with the AU mission to the UN. The évent offered a peer-learning 
platform for ten Africa countries to share experiences on reporting on agenda 2063 and SDGs in tandem. 
Held on the 11th of July 2022 in New York at the premises of the African Union mission to the United 
Nations, the side event brought high level national experts from Liberia, Uganda, Ghana, Nigeria 
alongside Agenda 2063 Technical working group members and Coalition for Dialogue on Africa (CODA-
illicit financial flows). 

The AU role in monitoring and evaluation of Agenda 2063  

On behalf of Prof. Eddy Maloka, CEO of APRM, Mr. Jean-Yve Adou , Acting Director of Monitoring and 
evaluation, welcomed the audience and expressed appreciation to the AU mission to the UN for co-
organising this side event with APRM. He emphasized that APRM is keen to support member states 
during their preparation for Voluntary National Reporting (VNR) at the HLPF. He also informed the 
participant about the APRM activities on the preparation of the HLPF during these past four years 
including the APRM continental workshops on VNRs and Agenda 2063 domestication. Lastly, he clarifies 
the objectives of the event to encourage peer-learning and sharing best practices amongst member 
states especially with the current preparations for the evaluation of the First-Ten Year Implementation 
Plan (FTYIP).  

Opening Remarks 

In her Remarks, the Deputy Chairperson (DCP) of the African Union Commission, H.E. Dr. 
Monique Nsanzabaganwa expressed appreciation to the APRM for its sustained efforts to support and 
capacitate African Union Member States in their Voluntary National Reporting processes for Agenda 
2063 and the SDGs. She highlighted the progress made by 38 of the 55 African Union Member States 
which submitted national reports for the Second (2nd) Continental Report on the Implementation of 
Agenda 2063. Importance of  systemically and periodically report on the first ten-year implementation 
plan (FTYIP) of Agenda 2063 is imperative to identify strategic areas for the Second-ten year 
implementation plan (STYIP). The importance of the African Union collaborating with United Nations 
agencies was highlighted for the purpose of furthering evaluation efforts of both Agendas.  
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Dr. Nsanzabaganwa also referred to the First African Union and UN Periodic Coordination meetings 
which focused on Agenda 2063 and 2030 as progress towards strengthening the development 
partnership between the two organizations. Noted was the significance of the APRM side event during 
the HLPF as it allowed knowledge and experience from different countries to be shared for peer-learning 
purposes. Lastly, she emphasised the African Union Commission’s commitment to enhancing the 
monitoring and evaluation of Agenda 2063. 

Second Continental Report on the Implementation of Agenda 2063 

Ms. Sara Hamouda- Agenda 2063 Unit, officer in charge (APRM) and Member of Agenda 2063 Technical 
working group (TWG)  provided an overview of the AU Agenda 2063’s First-Ten Year Implementation 
Plan (FTYIP) and African Union efforts to monitor the implementation of Agenda 2063. She referred to 
the significance of the Ten-Year Implementation Plans (TYIP) as they serve to assign responsibilities to 
all stakeholders, towards the realisation of Agenda 2063 including the ownership of AU member states 
to implement the agenda according to national priorities. The presenter also provided an outline of the 
technical working group’s activities towards supporting Member States. This involves the collection of 
data and the utilization of regional platforms to reach the whole Continent.   

Ms. Hamouda referred to the multi-Stakeholder approach followed by AUC and AUDA-NEPAD for data 
validation exercise which took place in Zimbabwe in October 2021.  Several recommendations emanated. 
These included Continental progress registered for  key areas such as Aspiration 2, 4( education), 6 
(women empowerment and youth)and 7 (partnerships and Africa’s global influence). Further, countries 
alluded to challenges with regards to Aspirations 3  ‘An Africa of Good governance , democracy, respect  
for human rights, justice and the rule of law’ as the indicators captured in the agenda 2063 core indicators 
framework are not sufficiently reflecting the reforms taken place at national level.  

Therefore, the APRM findings and recommendations from different specialized- governance reports and 
country reviews shall be incorporated in the future assessment of Agenda 2063 (either Biennial or the 
ten-year plan assessment).  Lastly,  the presenter outlined the data gaps experienced across the 
Continent which limit the ability to track progress registered across various Aspirations.  

Figure 1 continental progress towards Agenda 2063 aspirations (AUC, 2022) 

 
Uganda’s Experience with APRM Reviews and Benefits for VNR/VLR Reporting:  Identified Key 
Recommendations for the First Ten Year Implementation Plan (FTYIP) 
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Dr. Albert BYAMUGISHA,  Senior technical adviser at the Office of the Prime Minister and Chair of 
APRM national Governance Council (NGC),  presented on the country’s journey with regards to the 
implementation of Agenda 2030 and AU Agenda 2063. The presenter noted that at the global and 
regional level, Uganda has participated in various processes that led to the adoption of the agenda 2030 
and the East African Community (EAC) 2050 Vision.  Outlined were the challenges presented by having 
adopted various development Agendas. These include coherently implementing all Agendas and 
integrating them into the planning, implementation and reporting frameworks in a balanced way. The 
opportunity on the other hand lies in the development of an integrated implementation process that 
encourages policy coherence and minimizes duplication of efforts and programs.  

 

Highlighted were the key socioeconomic achievements registered by the country such as higher GDP 
per capita and total exports, as well as increased citizen access to electricity, safe water, health and 
education. Noted was Uganda’s 1st SDG Annual Conference June 2022 which focused on SDGs and 
actively included stakeholder reviews of the National SDG Progress Report- 2021.  

One of the outcomes of the conference was that the African Union Agenda 2063 should have a secretariat 
to monitor progress aligned to the country’s SDG Secretariat. Challenges that were highlighted included 
disaggregated data and  statistics which are critical for designing, planning, budgeting, reporting. The 
APRM was commended for its support with regards to reporting as well as offering training to personnel 
with regards to Agenda 2063 and SDGS. Lastly the presenter highlighted the upcoming Uganda side 
event-sharing which would showcase the effective models the country has identified at both the local and 
central level of government to accelerate the implementation of SDGs.  

Liberia’s Voluntary National Review 2022 Experience and Alignment with Agenda 2063 

Mr. Augustus J. Flomo, Deputy Minister for Economic Management in Liberia presented on the 
alignment of the UN SDGs, the AU Agenda 2063 and the county’s National Development Plan in Liberia. 
The presentation further noted the establishment of an SDGs and Agenda 2063 coordination and 
implementation mechanism to coordinate the domestication and prioritization  of the two Agendas. This 
coordination has been further buttressed by analysing and synthesizing data to ensure that all the 
indicators for the three development agendas are streamlined and consolidated if they focus on similar 
issues.   

Reporting  challenges were also outlined including fragile infrastructure and technical capacity for data 
collection and analysis in most government ministries, agencies, and commissions. Further the presenter 
noted the limited alignment of priorities of partners that provide development assistance (ODA) and the 
national development plan of the country. Towards improving development outcomes, the presenter 
outlined efforts by the government to encourage development partners to prioritize nationally agreed key 
areas to increase aid effectiveness as per Goal 17 of the SDGs.  

 

Nigeria’s Efforts to Enhance Reporting on SDGs and Agenda 2063: the Africa We Want 

Princess Gloria Akobundu, CEO of APRM/AUDA-NEPAD in Nigeria presented on the efforts of 
Member States with regards to the implementation of Agenda 2063 and the SDGs. The presenter 
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commended the APRM role in putting Member States together to share experiences towards enhancing 
the monitoring and evaluation, reporting and realisation of the two Agendas. The importance of overall 
reporting and particularly the second (2nd) Continental Report on the Implementation of Agenda 2063 
was highlighted, and this included the identification of progress and gaps in order champion a way forward 
towards actualization of targeted goals. Towards improved implementation, the presenter outlined the 
need for increased resource mobilization (DRM) to realize the targets of both Agenda 2063 and the 
SDGs. Furthermore, it was recommended that partner coordination and national statistics offices should 
be strengthened to generate reliable, timely and disaggregated data for accurate reporting on all the 
development initiatives. 

 Notably the presenter highlighted the two HLPF Voluntary National Reviews that were undertaken by 
the Republic of Nigeria and the APRM support to organise a continental workshop on VNRs and the 
domestication of Agenda 2063 in Abuja from 27-30 March 2022 alongside NPOA training. In addition, 
APRM/NEPAD Nigeria will in collaboration with the public sector conduct a nation-wide Voluntary Review 
to document comprehensive statistics on the SDGs/Agenda 2063 achievements of the country to date.  

 

Ghana’s Best Practices of Reporting on SDG 16/Aspiration 3 in Agenda 2063 Continental Report 
& Way Forward to Improve 

Dr. Felix Addo-Yobo, Advisor - SDGs Unit at the Presidency in Ghana, presented on the experiences 
of the country concerning the implantation of Aspiration 3 ‘An Africa of good governance, democracy, 
respect for human rights, justice and the rule of law’ of Agenda 2063 and Goal 16 ‘Peace, justice and 
strong institutions’ of the UN SDGs. The presenter noted that focus of these two targets entails perception 
data and personal experiences such as the perception of corruption in the country and beliefs that 
decision-making is inclusive and responsive. This has led the government to collect qualitative data to 
support quantitative data and specifically develop surveys to gain the required data to monitor and 
evaluate progress.  

As a way forward, the government has plans to strengthen administrative data systems at all levels. Lastly 
the presenter encouraged other Member States to make use of the United Nations Committee of Experts 
on Public Administration (CEPA) guidelines and APRM tool to report on it to help in reporting on Aspiration 
three /SDG 16. The APRM Questionnaire on CEPA is beneficial since it measures progress on aspects 
of governance towards socioeconomic benefits to the lives of citizens. 

 

Reporting on Illicit Financial Flows (IFF) in Africa: 

Ms Souad Aden-Osman, Executive Director of the Coalition for Dialogue on Africa (CODA) presented 
on the work of the AU High-level Panel (HLP) on IFF in Africa. The primary purpose of the HLP is to 
upscale collaboration amongst AU Member States, strategic partners and increase general 
understanding of significant effects IFFs have on the economies on the Continent as well as encourage 
policies to be adopted at the national level. The presenter highlighted the development of the HLP report 
which informed the SDG indicator 16.4.1 which focuses on ‘total value of inward and outward illicit 
financial flows. The High-Level Panel has made recommendations to reduce IFFs and institutional 
arrangements have been put in place towards their implementation. These include five working groups 
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and a CoDA Technical working group on Domestic Resource Mobilization. The aim of the resource 
mobilization workshop is to Domestic Resource Mobilization.  

The presenter outlined that the next phase of the work of the HLP will include focusing on the national 
actions with regards to IFFs of African countries. Ongoing efforts to assess the status of implementation 
of the High-Level Panel include the development of reports and validations. Currently AU member states 
such as Burkina Faso, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Ghana, Lesotho, Malawi, Mauritius, Namibia, 
Nigeria, South Africa, Sudan, Tanzania, and Tunisia await respective validation of their reports which will 
be jointly organized with individual governments. 

Comments and Suggestions 

- Commended the efforts of AU to consolidate the second Agenda 2063 continental report and the 
Republic of Uganda pledged that they are ready to continue working in a collaborative fashion 
for the betterment of African countries. 

- Uganda was commended for its comprehensive Voluntary National Review report and the 
Economic Commission for Africa pledged its commitment to supporting Voluntary Local Reviews 
in the Country alongside APRM support. 

- The UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) representative also brought attention to Joint 
Voluntary National Reviews. This entails that Member States in collaboration with one other 
country undertake the National Review processes in partnership as well as presenting their 
reports at the HLPF together for a more engaging process that brings more publicity to the 
implementation efforts of countries. Member states highlighted that this model is applicable with 
the APRM Peer-learning platforms.  

- Suggestions were made to sustain the APRM-DEA continental workshops on Voluntary National 
Reporting, so countries become more aware and engaged in reporting on Agenda 2063 in the 
VNR. This would take place in Member States in order to allow active involvement and feedback 
from a variety of stakeholders on the status of implementation of the agenda. 

 

Conclusion 

Ms. Winniefred Asare from APRM Ghana, commended the SDGs reporting and alignment of the agenda 
2063 and SDG implementation efforts by Member States towards utilizing resources as effectively as 
possible. Emphasised was the need for the APRM and the African Union overall to increase resource 
mobilisation towards the achievement of the two Agendas. Improvements to the statistical capacity of 
countries was highlighted as a critical area for African Union Member States to address. Reiterated was 
the need for African countries to commit to the implementation of the recommendations made by the 
High-Level Panel of IFFs. The APRM was congratulated for organizing the meeting and its many efforts 
to support Member States and a call was made to further collaborate with National Governing Councils 
(NGCs) to enrich the reporting of the mechanism at national level. 
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ii. VNR Labs and strategic partners 
meetings : 

 
1. Ghana-APRM VNR Lab to share the 

experience of Ghana in VNR 2022 
preparations .  
 

• In partnership with UNDESA and the  
African Peer Review Mechanism 
(APRM), Ghana  organized a Voluntary 
National Review (VNR) Lab on the 
sides of the HLPF to facilitate 
experience sharing from the 2022 VNR 
process. The Lab provided a platform 
for a peer-learning and dialogue among 
countries, stakeholders and 
development partners on best 
practices, lessons learnt, challenges  as 
well as innovations in the preparation of 
VNR Report.  
 

• The Lab received key presentations 
from the Deputy Minister for Education, 
Ghana; Ambassador and Permanent 
Representative of Ghana to the United 
Nations, New York; APRM Continental 
Secretariat, Johannesburg; and the 
Resident Coordinator of the UN 
System, Ghana. The discussants were: 
Director-General, National 
Development Planning Commission 
(NDPC), Ghana; Director, Resource 
Mobilisation and Economic Relations, 
Ministry of Finance, Ghana; Deputy 
Minister for Economic Management, 
Liberia; and the African Union- APRM 
Continental Secretariat- Ms. Sara 
Hamouda, Agenda 2063 Expert . 
 

• Progress on SDG4 (Education):  
speakers highlighted the expansion of 
school feeding programme and the 
implementation of the Free Senior High 
School (SDG4) as flagship interventions 
to ensure no child is left behind in 

accessing education service. The 100 
billion Ghana Cedis post COVID-19 
programme highlighted is to stabilize, 
revitalize and transform Ghana’s 
economy to create jobs and prosperity 
over a three- and half-year period. 
Strong partnership and innovative 
financing were considered to be critical 
to addressing the estimated $43 billion 
annual financing gap of the SDGs in 
Ghana. The country’s VNR process 
benefited from improved data 
particularly from the 2021 population 
and housing census which leveraged on 
technology to ensure real data records.  

 

• The APRM underscored the need to 
strengthen the localization of SDGs 
and preparation of Voluntary Local 
Reviews (VLRs) in tandem with Agenda 
2064. Ghana was commended for 
conducting VLR for the city of Accra in 
2020 which has become a model for 
other countries to emulate. Further, 
Ghana adopted innovative tools 
enhance multi-stakeholder approach 
and inclusion of civil society organs in 
the VNR process and overall 
implementation of SDGs especially 
SDG 16.  
 

• However, it was highly recommended 
for Ghana, through strong partnership, 
to extend this best practice to the 
remaining 260 districts across the 
country. Liberia also shared its 
experiences on the impact of COVI9-19 
pandemic and the measures put in 
place to address them. 
 

• In conclusion, the Head of Ghana’s 
delegation and Chairman of National 
Development Planning Commission, 
Prof. George Gyan-Baffour, 
underscored the need to strengthen 
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partnerships to meet the SDGs 
financing gap. More collaboration 
efforts are deemed critical in the areas 
of environment, social infrastructure 
and housing. 
 

•  Prof. Gyan-Baffour ceased the 
opportunity to officially launch Ghana’s 
VNR Virtual Reality Experience which is 
accessible on: 

     
https://www.dobiison.com/ndpcsdgs/index.html 
and https://hlpf.un.org/2022/exhibit 

 

 Uganda-APRM side event at the 
House of Uganda on SDGs 
modalities : lessons learnt from 
Uganda’s experience 

• The Government of Uganda convened 
a side event at Uganda House in New 
York under auspices of the HLPF where 
the Country shared lessons and 
deliberated on a diversity of effective 
models to attain the SDGs within the 
context of the post-COVID- 19. Rich 
discussions were held, innovative 
solutions discussed, and 
recommendations made. The theme for 
the side event was in line with the 2022 
ECOSOC HLPF theme, “Building 
back better from the coronavirus 
disease (COVID-19) while advancing 
the full implementation of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable 
Development”. 

• The side event brought together 
participants including Hon. Ministers, 
high-level policymakers from other 
countries including members of 
parliament, as well as representatives 
from UN Agencies, Civil Society 
Organizations, Business and Industry 
Organizations, Academia and Research 
Institutions, Development Partners and 
Media.  Key stakeholders that 

participated included those from 
Nigeria, Ghana, Liberia, Djibouti, AU-
APRM Secretariat, UNECA. The side 
event shared lessons learned from 
other African countries that will support 
the SDGs fast-tracking in Uganda. The 
outcomes of the Side Event will 
contribute to and enrich Uganda’s story 
with lessons from our African countries 
and also contribute to the preparation of 
Uganda’s third Voluntary National 
Review process and report which will be 
presented at the 2023 High Level 
Political Forum on Sustainable 
Development.  

 
• The side event has identified areas of 

convergence between different 
approaches to accelerating the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda and 
achievement of the SDGs in the post-
Covid-29 context and strengthened 
society’s solidarity, build momentum, 
and leverage SDGs resources that will 
support SDGs fast-tracking initiatives in 
the decade of delivery (2020-2030). 

 

• Minister for General Duties Rt, Hon 
Justine Kasule Lumumba shared and 
highlighted to participants, Uganda’s 
journey of SDGs and the good progress 
that has been registered. She 

Figure 2: Uganda's Side event ongoing at Uganda 
House on July 13, 2022 

https://www.dobiison.com/ndpcsdgs/index.html
https://hlpf.un.org/2022/exhibit
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highlighted among others, the 
coordination framework that has 
supported cohesion between 
Government and non-state actors, the 
establishment of the Secretariat that 
has supported the coordination 
architecture and SDG localization and 
engagements efforts. The Minister 
further highlighted the inclusion and 
integration of SDGs into the national 
development frameworks. The minister 
also highlighted key strategies the 
government has employed to 
accelerate the SDG implementation in 
areas of data production, development 
and implementation of programs and 
interventions to ensure no one is left 
behind in addition to continuous 
mobilization and engagement of the 
private sector, CSOs and other special 
groups to support SDG implementation.  
 

• Highlights were made to the continued 
political support by the Government of 
Uganda to strengthen the coordination 
framework especially with the state 
including Parliament of Uganda and the 
none state actors especially the private 
sector and Civil Society Organizations 
(CSO). The Minister also highlighted the 
proactive of the SDG Secretariat that 
has not only coordinated SDG 
implementation but also built and 
sustained momentum with especially 
the private sector, Local Governments 
and the CSOs. Good practices on data 
production for SDGs and voluntary local 
reviews were also shared.  
 

 
 Key Actions to be taken: 

 
 (i) With good practices shared and 
highlighted by Liberia, Djibouti, and 
Nigeria during the side, participants 
recommended the need benchmark on 

Ghana to learn and document key 
practices that have accelerated SDG 
implementation.  
(ii) The need to fast track Local 
Governments especially in scaling up 
the Voluntary local reviews (VLR) to 
compliment the scheduled Voluntary 
national Review next year.  
(iii) The AU-APRM also recommended 
the need for Uganda to integrate A2063 
and SDGs process especially as regard 
planning, monitoring and reporting. This 
is due to the interconnectedness and 
similarities between A2063 and Agenda 
2030.  
(iv) The side event also highlighted the 
need to strongly display 
eeffectiveness and accountability 
issues during next year’s VNR 
process. 
(v) The Side event also noted that 
Countries should cooperate not 
compete. This creates synergies for 
thinking together, finding solutions 
together and scaling together.  
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 OECD roundtable on Building Back 
better: Measuring and enhancing 
Policy Coherence for Effectively 
delivering on the SDGs by 2030.   
 

• The APRM and OECD have signed 
strategic partnership in 2019 to promote 
peer-leaning and technical support for 
African countries on governance-
related topics including corporate 
governance as well as policy coherence 
for the implementation of Agenda 2030 
as well as Agenda 2063. The 
highlighted roundtable meeting was 
initiated by the OECD to provide an 
opportunity for sharing practical 
experiences on how governments are 
mobilising various tools at national and 
local levels- such as strategic planning, 
budgeting, regulation, public 
procurement, monitoring and evaluation 
- and building capacities to break out of 
sectoral silos to accelerate progress on 
the SDGs. 
 

• The roundtable brought together senior 
experts from Africa and OECD member 
countries including  Mr Barna Tánczos, 
Minister of Environment, Water and 
Forests, Romania , Dr Ahmed Kamaly, 
Deputy Minister of Planning and 
Economic Development, Egypt,  Mr 
Thomas Lesueur, Commissioner 
General and Inter-ministerial Delegate 
for Sustainable Development, ( France),  
Mrs Olga Algayerova, Executive 
Director of UNECE, Mr Daniel Dubas, 
President of ESDN Association , Ms. 
Silvia Grandi, Director General Circular 
Economy, Ministry of Ecological 
Transition, Italy , Ms Jocelyne Croes, 
Chair of the National SDG Commission 
for Aruba and Sara Hamouda, SDGs 
and Agenda 2063 Expert, (APRM). 

• During the roundtable, Romania 
launched its Plan of Action for the 

implementation of the National Strategy 
for Sustainable Development of 
Romania 2030 while Italy provided a 
summary of the VNR 2022 and 
launched the National Action Plan for 
PCSD developed in collaboration with 
the OECD that will foster the 
implementation of the 2022 revised 
National Sustainable Development 
Strategy. Luxembourg further 
presented the introduction of a 
sustainability check in the legislative 
procedure.  

• During the same roundtable, OECD 
launched the OECD Knowledge 
Platform on PCSD (PCSD Platform): a 
participative web-based platform, 
bringing together relevant knowledge 
resources on policy coherence for 
sustainable development from across 
the OECD with those of partners from 
all stakeholders’ groups, including from 
governmental and non-governmental 
national, regional, or international 
organisations, civil society, academia, 
and the private sector.  
 
 

• Reflecting on the main challenges face 
African countries related to setting 
institutional mechanisms for SDG 
planning etc. and lack of reporting on 
some goals, APRM representative 
listed some issues including 1) 
disruption of governments and state 
stability in some African counties 2) lack 
of coherent approach during the 
planning and implementation of national 
development plan (NDP); 3) lack of 
financial resources and political 
ownership. Nevertheless, Ms. 
Hamouda referred to good examples 
from Rwanda, South Africa, Egypt, 
Ghana, Sierra Leone and Kenya of 
which institutional mechanisms are put 
on place to ensure coherence between 
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different sectoral policies, National NDP 
and continental/global agendas i.e., 
Agenda 2030 and Agenda 2063. She 
also referred to the new established 
program between OECD-APRM to 
foster governance and PCSD in Africa 

of which Ghana is championing the first 
activity under this program in 2023.  

 

 

 

 

III. Reflections from the Submitted VNRs by African countries  

The following section demonstrates select highlights from the VNR presentations made by AU member 
States.  

 
1. Cote D’Ivoire  

 
Cote D’Ivoire presented its VNR at the High-Level Political Forum and highlighted their progress 
on most of the indicators. Minister of Planning and Economic Development highlighted that the 
country is on track to achieve Goal 4: Quality Education, Goal 12: Responsible Consumption and 
Production, and Goal 13: Climate Action. Conversely there are Goals where moderate 
improvements has been registered which include, Goal 1: No Poverty, Goal 3 :Good Health and 
Well-being,  Goal 7: Affordable and Clean Energy,  Goal 8 : Decent Work and Economic Growth, 
Goal 9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure, and Goal 16: Peace and Justice Strong 
Institutions. From these, Goal 9 and 16 require more efforts to be invested in, in order to catapult 
the development of the country towards growth and creating environments that are conducive to 
businesses. Further, Cote D’Ivoire is the  champion of Agenda 2063 and thus an emphasis was 
highlighted on national efforts to integrate both agendas into NDP. 
 

2. Botswana  
 
Minister of Tourism of Botswana clarified that the report identified select areas such as Goal 4 
on quality education, where there is moderate progress registered as well as room to improve 
on early childhood and tertiary levels despite the country’s significant expenditure on education 

Figure 3 OECD Roundtable on Policy Coherence for SDGs 

http://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/envision2030-goal13.html
http://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/envision2030-goal3.html
http://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/envision2030-goal3.html
http://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/envision2030-goal8.html
http://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/envision2030-goal16.html
http://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/envision2030-goal16.html
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at 7.1% of their GDP. With regards to SDG 5- gender equality , progress has been achieved on 
gender equality, but women still face significant issues that affect their health and economic 
opportunities for example, challenges with regards political representation, sexual and 
reproductive health, job accessibility and violence against women. She also demonstrated the 
government’s efforts to preserve eco-system and water (SDG 14&15) through sustainable land 
management and national eco-system strategy and action plan. She also referred to the 
economic recovery and transformation plan (ERTP) adopted by the government in partnership 
with different actors  as a response to COVID-19.  
 

3. Liberia  

The report outlined that the country has registered significant progress with regards to the 
implementing of SDGs, with considerable progress in areas such as industry innovation and 
infrastructure, health and well-being, gender parity in education and equality, increased access 
to clean water and sanitation were reported. Significant challenges were outlined with regards to 
Goal 11 which focuses on ‘Sustainable cities and Communities’ whilst on the other hand the 
country is on track in terms of achieving the SDG and is the government is also actively putting 
in place climate change measures. 

4. Senegal  
 
The presentation noted that the National Development Plan of the country was 97% aligned with 
the SDG goals. This facilitated the country’s prioritization and  implementation of the goals and 
targets. Also highlighted was the significant contribution of each region in the country towards 
the development of the VNR.   The presentation highlighted those major challenges remain with 
regards to SDG 4- Quality of Education. The main challenge is the accessibility of education to 
a limited number of citizens. This is being addressed through reviewing and altering the funding 
allocated to schools based on the economic needs of different segments of the population.  
 

5. Ghana  
 

The presentation highlighted that the government developed a comprehensive mechanism to facilitate 
the joint and coordinated implementation of Agenda 2063 and the Sustainable Development Goals. 
Outlined were the development opportunities open to the country through the adequate utilization of their 
large youth dividend to their advantage. Programs focusing on vocational training were noted as 
important towards empowering the youth for economic development. Also outlined as important areas to 
be focused were Goal 2 on Zero hunger as well as access to basic services where challenges towards 
the achievement of the targets remain.   

 
6. Mali  

The report noted significant challenges in terms of the implementation of Goal 4: Ensure inclusive and 
equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all. Efforts were highlighted 
towards addressing these issues. Goal 1: No poverty, Goal 2: Zero Hunger, Goal 3: Good Health and 
Wellbeing and Goal 9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure were highlighted as areas that are 
experiencing stagnation but are critical to improving the socioeconomic lives of citizens of Republic of 
Mali.   
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7. Ethiopia  
Minister of National Planning and 
Development Commission, Fitsum 
Assefa (PhD) highlighted main findings 
of Ethiopia’s VNR 2022 by emphasising 
national efforts to ensure the integration 
of both agenda 2030 and Agenda 2063 
into the country’s national vision. 
Minister Assefa listed Ethiopia has 
achieved significant strides in reducing 
poverty and hunger, and improving 
health, education and gender 
outcomes. Poverty declined from 23.5 
percent in 2015/16 to 19 percent in 
2019/20. Ethiopia has also made 
progress in increasing enrolment rates, 
reducing stunting and wasting, and 
improving both maternal and child 
health. The government allocated on 
average 61 percent of budget to pro-
poor sectors in 2015/16-2020/21. 
 
Besides, highlights were made towards 
the wide-range of reforms to build 
resilient economy and inclusive society 
such as the foundation of Human Rights 
Commission, national mechanism for 
reporting on human rights commitments 
. and the National Dialogue commission 
(NDC).  
 

8. Sudan  
 
The reported highlighted significant 
progress with regards to SDG 13: 
climate action, through government 
adopting policies and programs in 
collaboration with international panels. 
This is pertinent to the country because 
parts of the country are susceptible to 
environmental degradation as well as 
natural disasters. With regards to Goal 
5: gender equality, the country 
registered progress by amending 
legislations that were discriminatory 

towards women. Ensuring women are 
accorded equal opportunities to access 
land, increasing political representation 
and addressing gender-based violence 
are among the main issues to be 
focused on with regards to Goal 5.  
Outlined were areas that need to be 
addressed concerning education such 
as increasing enrolment rates in 
schools and ensuring that citizens of 
school-going age complete their 
studies. 
 
 

 Way forward  

 

The African Peer Review Mechanism 
remains committed in supporting 
member states to enhance reporting on 
SDGs and Agenda 2063. In 2023, more 
emphasis will be put on encouraging 
National Governance Structures of 
APRM to raise advocacy on Agenda 
2063 and significance of reporting at 
local level (voluntary local reviews). In 
partnership with UN organs i.e., DESA, 
the AU Commission, AUDA-NEPAD 
and other strategic partners, the fifth 
APRM Continental workshop on VNRs 
and domestication of Agenda 2063 will 
be organised in South Africa during the 
first quarter of 2023.further, some 
countries will be engaged in peer-
learning on VNRs preparations for the 
HLPF 2023 i.e., Egypt, Sierra Leone, 
Uganda and Nigeria. 

 

 

For further details: please contact: 

Ms. Sara Hamouda , Agenda 2063 Unit- officer in 
Charge, Continental Governance Program Monitoring 
and Evaluation Directorate Sara.hamouda@aprm-au.org  
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